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TO THE 
DESERFEDLY HONOURED 


M-” Mary Wiſeman, 
RELICT of 


Edm. Wiſeman Eſq. 


DECEASED. 


MADAM, 
i O' I am conſcious to my ſelf, that this 


Diſcourſe appears in publick with far| 
greater Diſadvantages, than many other 
do; a ﬀ. part of it having been ha/itly wrote in \ 
a tumultuous hurry of Thoughts, and ſome diſor- | 
os of Paljion upon the Death of my much Efteemed | 
FRIEND: Ye? in honour to His Memory, and in | 
complyance with the Requeſts of many of thoſe | 
worthy Gentlemen 7who attended His Funeral, | 
and more eſpecially for Tour Satisfaftion ; F have | 
fo far prevail d upon my ſelf, as io diſ-regard the 
Cenſures that may be paſs d upon it. If it ſhould | 
be thought by ſome,not worthy the Reading of many, 
A Whoſe | 


| 


. © to abate his Reſentment of thoſe words, that an} 


their Government, or Religion. So far as I can | 
\learn, 'twas never prattis'd among Engliſhmen); ' 
'and [ am ſure im the milde/} Grado that can | 
'be made of it, it muſ} be term'd a mo} yl cs car? 


always Purſued the Things that made for Peace | 


 Zhe Gentlemen of Berks, yet Pity to his own} / 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


/hoſe hands it may now fall into ; Thall Jeave 
hoſe, whom 1 much reſpett, to make their Pro- 
mniſed Apology : That the Will of the Dead could | 
not any way be better Fulfill da, than by Publiſhing | 
that, 2v/ich by Monhieur De Angle was deny'd | 
to be preach d. | 
A ſort of French Ciuility, which I was, till now, | 
as little Acquainted with, as I defire to be with | 


ble, Ungrateful, and [nd:ſcreet prece of 
Me/? Unſeaſonable certainly at His Funeral, KM 


\and Love, for Meekneſs and Charity, for Hoſpi-| 
tality and good Neighbourhood : Mo/t Ungrateful | 
Zo Flim, who hilt he was living, had Obliged 
the Gentleman by ſeveral emment Afts of ſpecial 
Favours and Kindneſjes : And moſt Indiſcreet, in 
reſpett of the poor French-Proteſtants, 2ho/e ca- 
lamitous Condition hath been, by the compaſſuonate |, 
| Care of Their M ajJESTIES , frequently and lately |, 
' Recommended to the Charity of the whole Nation. | 
' $9 that, zf Monſicur De I Angle had no Regard to| 


Countrymen might have moved him, at that time, [: 


 Honvurable Member of Parliament , and ſome}, 
Others 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Others upon ju/t Provocation had given him, whey || 
he refuſed to Comply with thetrr Requeſt, under | 
ud || Pretence that he had not been treated as a Gentle- 
ns ! man; becauſe no particular Meſſenger had been il 
y'4 | ſent unto him. In the Diſpute [ know he told them, | 
” That I of All Men ſhould not have his Pulpit; 


, 


7 


be: | but for what Reaſon, he was not bound to ſatisfy | 
H | any Man, nor would he declare. / remember very | 
_ 8 well, when he /tood for his Degrees, [ Tas very | 
_— 


"2 | Indu/trions to Oppoſe his Letter of Petition,becauſe 
an | [thought his Requeſt very Unreaſonable, and Him- 
1a: | [elf Ungualify'd for them. If this were the Reaſon, 
(as Some gueſs d it to be) and he were ſordidly in- 
| clined 70 ſeek Revenge ; He might have took ſome 
| other Opportunity for it, which would have ren- | 
der d him leſs Ridiculous and Odious to Mankind, | 
than this bis late Behaviour has done. If that | 
were not the Reaſon, but (as Others rather Con- 
jectur'd) he were Biaſs d by a Party to eſpouſe a 
| 2 arrel :. They may know that it was One of the | 
i wor/t Hands that was ever employ d to Defend | 
l herr Honourable Cauſe : and [ believe he Himſelf | 
I2will be Convince d, (if he be not already) that he | 
Por ht to be better Rewarded, than [ have been for 
more Cut Services. Flowever Many beſides my 
muwnh lf have learnt that there are Some, 1/ho, not- 
2ptt Iith/landing all their Boaſ/ls of Gentility, have 
. © Flictle Reputation zo Loſe, and leſs Modelty 79 
Mele Tender of: 

F 


Ver s 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


 T humbly bee Tour Pardon, Good MADAM, 
or making mention of thes Matter, which, [ fear, 
' doth revive and encreaſe Tour Ssrrow - But it 
could not be conceal d without manifeſt Injuſtice to 
| thoſe Many Worthy Gentlemen, who ere ſo ex- 
; ' Yreamly affronted, whil/t they were paying their 
tf Reſpetts to Your Late Molt Aﬀettionate H v s- 
'BAND; as well as to My Self, who could not 
\ 2ithout Great Indecency, dec/zne the Publication | 
of this Sermon, and the Occaſion of its Coming | 
' forth. Such as it 1s, I moſt humbly preſent it to 
Your Pcruſal; beſeeching ALMIGHTY GoD,Whe 
' comforts thoſe that are caſt down, to ſupport La 
under this ſad Stroke of His Providence, /o to Bleſs 
' Nou, as to make All things work together for Yor 
Good, and 70 fill You with all Joy and Peace in 
Believing ; tall at laſt Tou are received into the 
' number of the Blefled, and made Partaker, with 
* them, of Pleaſures for eyermore. H/bich zs, and 
ball be the con/lant Prayer of, 


MADAM, 
Your Meſt Faithful, f 
Moſt Oblig'd, and - 


Moſt Reſpe&tul Servant, 


WILL. SEVILL 


-| A Sermon, &Cc. 


Rev. Chap. XIV. Ver. xr. 


heard a Yoice from Heaven, Saying unto 


#0 Me, Write; Bleſjed are the Dead, that 


_ dye in the Lord, from henceforth : Tea, 
Joo ſaith the Spirit ; that they may Reſt from 
ſo their Labours, and therr Works follow 
oury 7hem. 

e in 

the ERE we acted by nothing but 
vi , the meer Impulſe of our lapſed 
an 


Nature, Death, in its beſt Re- 
preſentation, would be always 
thought the King of Terrours: for tho' the 
{mbraces of our Mother Earth within her, 

ill certainly free us from all the Labours 

> þÞþt ourLife upon her, ſoas to make 7he weary 
n her Boſome to /ye at Re/t; yet to Duff 

hou ſhalt return, in its fineſt Colours, would 

ill be lookt upon, as an ull-favour'd, and 

cayy Curie to us, whoſe fleſhly Conſtitu- 
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[ 2 | 

tions put us always upon Detires after a longer 

Continuance here; and are therefore ſtill apt 

| to be much aftr ;ghted when _ think, that 

ch. 15. Corruption is their Father, (as Job ſpeaks} 

Y-1+- and that the //orm 1s their Mother, andÞ 

their Ser. 

Nay, what 15 more, tho by the Innocency 

of our Lives, we enjoy 7he peaceable Frutf 

of Riehteonſneſs at the Iaft ; fo as upon ourf 

Death-beds we can ſay, with good Hezekzah, 

Is. 38. Remember, O Lord, how I have walked be: 

ver. 3: fore thee in 1ruth, and with a perfett Heart, 

and have done that which 7s Good in thy jight; 

yet when this Summons of Death comes, 

Ver. 1. Set thy Houſe in order ; for thou ſhall Dye and 

not Live ; with him we many tumes Zur 

Ver.2,z. toward the Wall, and weep ſore ; and with 

good David, Water our Conch with our 

?P/. 39. Tears; when we 1magine we ſhall go hence, 

and be no more ſeen ; and therefore pray to 

be ſpared a little, that we may recover out 
Strength. 

And thus the Apprehenſions of our Ap 
proaching Departure, being a Subject alway: 
terrible to all Men in their Natural, and 
for the moſt part a Srrowful one to 41), 
in a Rrghreons State; As a Voiceof old bad 
the Prophet //aiah to cry, Al Fleſh is Graſs 
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raſ, 
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|tcous ; 
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and all the Goodlineſs thereof, as the Flower 
of the Held ; therchy to denote the Impor- 
tance of the thing ; that a frequent Preinedt- 


' tation of 1t 15 a p: art of the greatelt Wildom, 
| and the beſt means to conquer the Suggelti- 
| ons of Nature, and to ſtir us up to the per- 
| formance of Good Works, 2v/1//7 zt rs call d 


| to aay So for the ſame ends, and more 
| c{pecially to comfort the Souls of the Righ- 


A like Voice to that, was hcard in 
thele latter tunes from Heaven, to bid St. 
John , in the words now handled, not to 
cry, but to 2wr:7e ; Cry not to the Inhabitants 
of the Earth at preſent ; but 2wrz7e, Record 
it to all Ages of the World: and what 1s 
thus to be written, or recorded by virtue of 
this Charge from on high? Bleſſed are the 
Dead that dye in the Lord, from henceforth - 

lea, ſaith the Spirit ; for they reſt from ther 


LLabours, and their Works follow them. 


Bleſſed are the Dead that dye in the Lord. 
By which Perſons ſo pronounced Blefled, I 
know that * ſome Interpreters have under- 
tood here, in a proper Sencc, only Tholc, 


— 


' Bur Chriſti cauſa mortis pericula adeunt. Sairh Grotins upon 
Ne Place, and Tre anilares TEFCILTTNC " ef propte ; 4 
emmunm vet Domings Caul. As allo Feza, Ini, 4s, 
and Others. 
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that have Sacrificed their Lives to ſeal the 
Truth of their Religion with their Blood ; 
or, Thoſe that have laid them down for 
Chriſt's Name-ſake, or their Faith in him: 
and that, bv reaſon of ſome preceding part 
of this Chapter, which {peaks of a Viſion, 
wherein a Third Angel was ſeen, and heard 
to jay with a loud Voce, If any Man Worſhip 
the Beaſt, and his maze, the ſame ſhall drink 
of the Wine of the Wrath of God ; and after- 
wards, Here is the Patience of the Saints : 
Intimating, as they would have it, that theft. 
ſole intent of the Spirit, in theſe words, was 
to chear up the Hearts of the Primitive Prof! 
teflors of Chriſtianity, fo as to make themF1 
to bid Deftance to thoſe Perſecutions, which}: 
the Rage of the prejudiced World, and tht 
Madneſs of the Idolatrous Heathen wer{@Þ 
[4 
0 


then bringing in upon them; and in ord« 
to that to tell them, that the Perſons ſo Dy 
ing 2a the Lord, were thoſe that are now prof B 
nounced Bleſſed. p 
Yea, Blefled, for cver Blefled, if God bgD 
true, are ſuch; but that theſe are not thgH 
only Perſons here meant,is evident from thy © 
Character given of them, in the words 1unf*e: 
mediately before my Text ; Here. are theſſ,., 


fer 
that keep the Commandment r of God, and tha 
Fait! 


ES] 


Faith of Jeſus ; which no ſooner was pro- 
claim'd by the Angel, but the Voice is dire- 
or Þ &ed to St. John, Saying, write, Bleſſed are 
1:8 the dead, that dye in the Lord ; that is, ac- 
rt | cording to the Connex1on, thoſe that dye 1n 
n,f| the LorD, as having kept the Command- 
rdf} ments of Gop, and the Faith of [esus: 
vip ſo that, as long as the ſence of theſe words 
nk may properly be extended farther than Mar- 
er-Þ} 7yrs, * to all true Diſciples of our Bletled Sa- 
ts ff viour ; who, by whatever Death they fall, 
theft have ſincerely endeavourd to keep the Com- 
vas mandments of GoD; upon their Failure 
roÞ been truly penitent ; and by a lively Faith, 
enflin the Merits and Satisfaction of our S4- 
ich v:0ur's Sutterings, commended themſelves 
thto His Mercy : They may pertinently, and 
er@ profitably be diſcourſed upon,at this Solemni- 
-dety, whillt weare paying our laſt Office to this 
Dy{our late Dear/y-beloved, and much-e/teemed 
proÞBROTHER; Whole lincere and hearty Re. 
pentance, Whoſe conſtant Piety, and fervent 
$Dcvotion,and W hoſe cheartul Reſignation of 
Himſelf to GoDs Diſpoſal ( of all which I 
* Scut m Chriſto eſſe dicuntur, qu! et vera fide conſtanter adhe. 
rent ; oy in Chriſto vivere, qui vivunt ad agreed Chriſti; ita 
m Domino mori dicuntur, qut in vera fide, fy imvocatione Domini, 


ber fidem Chriſta in/1ti, ut vers memb1a Corports &jus moriuniar. 


Wes: Cluv. Gat. 
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[ 6 ] 
was a daily Witneſs) gives me confidence to 
fay, In every part He fulfilled the Character. 


Be pleas'd then in them to conſider theſc 
Particulars. 


Firſt, A Declaration of the Blefſedneſs, or | 
State of Happineſs of All thoſe 7haz dye nf 
the Lord. Bleſjed are the dead that dye mn 


the Lord. 
Secondly, A full Aflurance or Confirma-Þ 
tion of it: Tea, /aith the Spirit. 


And laſtly, A Twofold Reaſon, containing 
in 1t the Nature of that their Blefledneſs, or 
State of Happineſs; hat they may, or ra- 
ther, + for they res from their labours, and 
their works follow them. 

Bur that my Diſcourſe upon theſe Heads 
may be the more Clear, and Regular; I ſhall 
invert their Order, and begin with the laſt ; 


(viz.) The Twofold Reaſon, containing in it ll 


the Nature of their Blefledneks : And when 


we have ſeen, in ſome meaſure, what theirp - 


Statc of Happineſs is, 1 ſhall ſpeak fomethingÞ 


very briefly, to the two firſt, (v:z.) The De- 


claration, and Confirmation of it both toge-Þ 
thcr; that thereby we may be ſatisfy d of thep 


—_ 


| So we find ive «1amworrar, tranſlated in our Litmgy. 


ful 


77 
full Aſſurance we have, that ſuch ſhall be 
r, Þ their Portion, that dye mn the Lord. 
{> | And that what ſhall be dehverd,may have 
! ſuch an Impreſſion upon us, as to move us 
| Þcarnelſtly to endeavour to be found at the laſt 
Þ of their number; I ſhall add fomething as an 
| Application ſuitable to the prelent Occaſion, 
E and ſo conclude. 
| I begin then with the Nature of that 
1a- Blefſedneſs, that 1s ſaid to be the Portion of 
thoſe that dye in the Lord ; contain'd in this, 
ng that They re/t from their labours, and their 
or Bwworks /ollow them. 
ra-& Which evidently manifeſts this unto us, 
nd that the Nature of their Happineſs conlitts, 
Firſt, Negazzwely, in a Cellation, or Free- 
adsfdom from all, or their not being tormented 
all With any worldly labours,and troubles : and, 
{t ; Secondly, Poſitively, in the E, njoyment ot 
1 Me Enconceiv: ably great Rewards, conlequent up- 
1enÞon their good Works. 
1cirſ} And firlt, Ble//ed are the dead that dye in the 
ing ord,inaſmuch as they happily enjoy a Cefla- 
Ne: ton, or freedom trom all their worldly labors, 
»gc-PÞnd troubles : They re/t from their labours. 
the And,indeed,fo many are the laborious miſe- 
ics of this vain world,that by reaſon of them, 
the Thracians of old wept at the Birth of 


full thole 
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Fccleſ. without much /tudy; which (as theWiſeman 


T2. 12. 


VWija.9. ruptible Body preſſeth down the Soul, 


15,16. 


Rom. ©. ways find (in the Apo/Ye's Language) a /ar 


-3£ 


[8 ] 
thoſe Children,who were ready to be brought 
under their Burden; and celebrated the Fu- 
nerals of thoſe, who by Death were freed from 
them with Muſical Entertainments : andF 
we Chri/tans, according to the Rules of our} 
Church, do now-a-days, with hearty ThankſF 
givings to our GoD, for that it hath pleaſedÞ 
Him to deliver them from the miſerzes of this 

ſinful world : which 1s not a leſs Rational 
than a Religious Cuſtom. For how ſadly has 
Sin defaced our Souls, and made our Under- 
{tandings become 1o ſhort-fighted, that we 
cannot penetrate into the true Nature o 
many things : nay, nor ſcarce get a thorow 
Apprehenſion of ſome few neceflary ones, 


ſpeaks) 7s a wearineſs of the Fleſh | The cor- 
—_— ani 
with labour do we find out the things that are 
before us. How wretchedly by the ſamd* 
Original /m are our Wills corrupted, thatf' 
when we ſeem to our ſelves molt ſecurely tf 
/land, we are oblig'd of neceſſity continually” 
to labour, leſt we fa/! foraſmuch as we al 


in our members, warring again/t the law 0 
our minds, and bringing us into captivity t 
the law of /in. How miſerably are our Bodicy”: 
de 


[ 9 ] 


ht (depriv d of their primitive welfare, and how 
7. earring and unſociable are all their parts! ſo 
om (full are rhey of inward aches, and diſturbing 
1nd pains, that we are frequently compell d to 
ourPabour to preſerve them in a Vital Amity, 
1k£Þto Keep them and our Souls from a diſlolu- 
ſedÞ(490 : foraſmuch as 22 7he mid/t of life we are 
high? death. And belides all this, How diti- 
nalþcu)tly doth the Earth bring forth her Fruits, 
hagfand with what labour do living Men enjoy 
ler. them! truly with fo great pains, that. 
weſaccording to the curſe of GoD upon 1t, we 
 offfere forced to Eat our bread in the ſweat of 
our brows. And how many are our other 
outward Crofles, our ſuprizing Loſles, and 
thereby our great Diſappointments! Often- 
times truly ſo many, that zz parzence to po/- 
eſs our Souls, we find a very laborious task. 
FAnd all theſe in their innumerable particu- 
$lars, arc ſo inſeparably anvexd to the Life 
that now 1s,that * Seneca an Heathen,as well 
the Spirit of GoD, has compard our courſe 
upon Earth, to a Journey upon a Road; in 
which the Traveller may as foon expect not 
to meet with rain, nor dirt, nor wind, nor 
duſt; as we in our Life may not to meet 
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[ To ] 
with TLabours, nor Croſſes, nor Troubles 
And if an Heathen could obſerve this of him 
ſelf as a Man,and if in the ſame ſence our ſad 
Experience often-times confirms this to ou 
ſelves, that We are born to ſorrow, as thi 
[parks fly upward ; that is, by a Natura 
neceſſity; to how far greater meaſure ar 
our Labours augmented, who profeſs oug 
ſelves the Souldiers of CHRIST our Cap 
tain, as well as the Servants of Him our Ma 
/ter| who1n our Baptiſmal Vow, have ſworn bz 
the Labours of a continual warfare,manfull 
to fight againſt the aſſaults of our Luſts, an& 
the Wiles and Temptations of Devils : who 
in the midſt of the Commotions of a mat 
World, are obligd to ſtrive for Peace wit! 
all Men, to bear Perſecutions when laid upo 
us for Righteouſneſs-lake, and the like. 
Whereas now the Dead Zhat dye 1n Zhi 
Lord, are not perplex'd with any of theſe, 
the like troubleſome tasks; but are free! 
from all their hardſhips, their tireſome jour 
neyings, their tedious warfare, their fretf, 
ting cares, their vexatious croſſes, their grich, 
vous perſecutions ; and in a word, all otheſy 
their worldly afflictions : which 1s in ond 
Expreſſion now ſpoken to, /hey rest fro 
their labours. Yea,they re/t from their labour. 
Fo 


( 11 } 
bles} For certainly there is no ſtriving after 
um nowledge, no Labour under Ignorance to 
r 14G@hem, who are made partakers of Gobs 
 OUBViidom, and Glory in Heaven. No labour 
710 them of preſerving themſelves in their 
Ultate of Holineſs, who,like thole Angels that 
alFeyer ſinned, arc confirm'd in their 1tation, 
ound put out of a poſlibility of falling. No 
hains, no aches oft Body to them, whole Bo- 
lies lye ſenceleſs in the duſt, until the Re- 
Wurrection, and at, and after that tune arc 
ransform'd into, and remain glority d ones. 
ano difficulty to them of ſupporting them- 
VoEelves with proviſions, who perpetually are 
Witeaſting upon the Bread of Heaven, being 
VIUBtual poſleflours of incftable pleaſures at 
"POBds right hand for evermore. No ſurprizing 
ſſes, no vexing diſappointments to them in 
71 hat ſtate, which Go vÞ has made as unalter- 
e,0 ble as Himelf is, who 1s Zhe /ame ye//erday, 
ee; day, and for ever, and changeth not. No 
ouKbour againſt temptations to them, who lyc 
IrctBt within the rcach of any enemies, and 
STI hom neither luſts, nor Devils can aflault. 
thelkr, ſtrivings after peace to them, whole 
ONBlace hath known no wars, nor commotions, 
FoPnce the Devil and his Angels thence were 
mYyeaten. And they of neceſlity mult be freed 
Fo C2 trom 
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from perſecutions; ſince they have 7oughtf | 
their Good Fight, obtaind their Victory by! 
Faith, and are made Members of a Church: 
eternally triumphant. # 

And this 1s the Firſt Part of that Blefledy c 
nels, 7he Dead enjoy, who dye in the Lordfja 
they reſt from their labours. {i 

But alas! a meer reſting from their la#n 
bours, falls infinitely ſhort of half their Hap c| 
pineſs; as will be clearly manifeſted, now 
come to treat of the Second poſitive part 0 
their ſtate, which was ſaid to conliſt in thi 
enjoyment of inconceivably great Rewards 
conſequent upon their good works; contain( 
in theſe words, Their works follow them. 

God's gracious Rewards of their goo 
works accompany them: Not that we ar 
to think, that theſe their good works wer 
the Meritorious cauſe of their enjoyment « 
them; ſo as by reaſon of them we may (wit 
the Romaniſts)affirm that they deſerv'd then 
or in ſtri& juſtice might have challeng 


them,as their due from GoD: but only tha 

they were the neceſlary means appointed b 

G oD, for the obtainiment of the Bleſſing, ag #9 

being thoſe without which they never woulY /7 

haye had their joys. Joys, that no Man upo 

Earth can pretend to ſet forth in their proj#-e 
Þ« 
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per colours; foraſmuch as whatever plea- 
ſures there ariſe to our Rational Natures 
made perfect, from the Viſion, and Fruition 
of that All-glorious Spirit, who 1s the in- 
comprehenſible Fountain of all perfte&tion, 
and happineſs ; foraſmuch as whatever plea- 
ſures there ariſe from the unſpeakable har- 
mony of Celeſtial Halle/ujahs ; trom the ſo- 
ciety, and love of holy Angels, and the Spi- 
rits of Juſt Men made Jike unto, and as pure 
as them : and laſtly foralmuch as whatever 
advantages there ariſe to thele our Corrup- 
tible, diſhoncurable, weak, and Natural Bo- 
dies, by being raiſed, and glority d in /zcor- 
ruption, in Honour, in Power, and Spiri7ua- 


g/y, are pleaſures, and adyantages truly, 
that the Mind of Man cannot apprehend any 
Jo agreeable to the dignity of our Conſtitu- 


tions; and as touching the cexcellency of 
them, what they are in themſiclves; the 
higheſt ſtrains oft Humane Oratory can ne- 
yer repreſent, nor our lottielt imaginations 
mount unto. 

But tho' Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nor Heart concerved the thines that God hath 
prepared for thoſe that love him, tor thoſe 
that by keeping his Commandments, and 
the Faith of feſus dye im Flim ; yet as we 

Cal 
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can look upon them (as thro' a Glaſs darkly) 
at preſent, thus much we know 1n part, that 
their Bodics after the ReſurreQion will re- 
. 12. main as the brightneſs of the Firmament, 
'<-3- (as the Prophet Danze! atlures us) and /hine 
as the Stars for ever and ever. And, as 
touching their Souls ; Before that glorious 
manifeſtation of God's Power, and Promiles 
in railing their corrupted Bodies from the 
Duſt ; we areafſured they ſhall be with fbra- 
ham in Comfort,and with Chr in Paradiſe; 
and A/zer, their Minds will be fill'd with as 
much Lzghz7, and their /s with as much 
Love, as ever they are capable of ; their 
Faith being heighten'd into an Eternal /7/- 
on of God, and thereby their Hopes and De- 
fires ſwallowed up in the /ruz7ion of immu- 
table Bliſs. 

And being aſſured of this, we need not 
trouble our ſelves with thoſe vain Diſputes 
of ſome Ages before us, concerning the ſepa- 
rate State of Departed Souls; nor with 
the Idle Notions of thoſe various Limbrs xs, 
whereinto ſome have fancied them to have 
been received: but having theſe Revelations he 
it is matter of infinite Importance to us all, |* 
to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours after Purity, % 
and Holineſs, and a ſtedfalſt and liyely Faith ; 

in 
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in Chriſt our Saviour ; that thereby we may 
be found among thoſe that Dye in the Lord, 
who by the Voice from Heaven are declared 
BleſJed from henceforth, or from the Mo- 
ment of their Departure. 
Expolitors underſtand thoſe words, and our 
Church confirms the Interpretation, when 
She acknowledgeth to Almighty God, that 
with him do ltve the Spirits of them that de- 
part hence in the Lord; and with him the 
Suls of the Faithful, after they are delivered 
rom the burthen of the Fleſh, are in Joy 
end Feliaity. 

For which Diſcovery of theſe Spiritual 
ſoys, ſhould I now offer to ſpeak the due 
Praiſes of our Chriſtian Religion, I know 
ot when I ſhould end the Panegyrick, or 
nith the Task; as being thoſe that eminent- 
y diſplay its Excellency above all other In- 
itutions whatever. The Gentiles, by the 
ight of Nature, could never reach them: 
The Jews of Old never had them in their 


ritten Law,unleſs in Types; and the Turks . we Moon, 
t preſent expect the quite contrary in their 5/15 
'Þcnſual Paradiſe. 


And indeed, God intended 
heſe expreſs Revelations of the Life to 
ome, together with ſome Deſcriptions of 
he true Nature of its Bliſs; for the _—_ 
nels, 


So * ſeveral good .*,”"> | 


' 
| 
| 
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neſs, and the Glory of the Goſnel, by oy 
and which alone, Lzfe Eternal in a Blefled [n- 
mortality is brought to light : Yea, brought 
to Light for this very purpoſe, that all ſuc | 
as endeavour to Dye mn the Lord, might 1 
their Labours be encouraged with the Hope; 
of the Enjoyment of 1o great a recompence@t 
of Reward : For tho' the intrinſick Beauty! 
of Holineſs be very great, and excellent; yer 
thro' the Degeneracy of Mankind, that pro{Þ/ 
ving not a ſufficient Allurement to the Exerſa 
ciſe thereof, God in the Scriptures hath anc 
nexed his Promiſes to the Commands hK1! 
hath given; and confirm'd thoſe Promiſes bEt! 
his Oath : that by 7#avo immutable things (av 


d 


. the Author to the Hebrews ſpeaks) in whicyd 


it is impoſſible for God to Iye, we might hanf\c 
a Jtrong Conſolation to lay hold upon the hop c« 
that is ſet before us. And in like manngſt! 
here, for our Conſolation, He not only dV 
clares thoſe Perſons Bleſſed that dye in Hingtt 
but Emphartically confirms it by his Tea, iÞ**; 
his own Name, and by himſelf ; and by BS 
greater 1t could not be done. nc 

Which brings me to ſpeak a word or tufcll 
to the Declaration and Confirmation of 1 
both together, that thereby I may 1ſatis}fu 
you of the full Aflurance we have, that ſuc of 
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2 Bleſſedneſs, as I have in ſome meaſure re- 
preſented to you, ſhall be the Portion of 
thoſe that Dye in the Lord. 

BleſJed then are the Dead that dye in the 

inf Lord, Tea ſaith the Spirit. 

Touching the former part whereof, (v:2.) 
$ the Declaration; The Voice that St. Job 
#hcard from Heaven ſpake 1t unto him, Say- 

ing, Bleſſed are the Dead that dye m the 
Lord ; which words he attirms he heard in 
a clear and articulate Sound, and therctore 
could not miſtake 1t for any other than what 
Et really was; as One we know to have been | 
that came before to our B/e//ed Saviour , Fob. 12. 
which /ome that /food by thought was thun- 2» 
der, and others the ſpeech of an Angel. And 
leſt this Voice ſhould be capable of any miſ- 
conſtruction as to 1ts Author , and thereby 
#the Authority of Hun who utterd 1t be any 
Sway queſtiond ; It confirms to the World 
the Truth of what had bcen ſaid with a »4j 
iN;4 mu: Neg, (or of a Truth) /aith the 
Spiraf. T»mwus 1gT Joy, The Spirit emi- 
nently above All; in himſelf an Author 
wg cflentially Infallible; as being THE SPIRIT 
whoſe Knowledge extendeth to the true Na- 
ture of all things, and therefore not capable 
Jof being deceived Himſelf about the — 
D and 
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and whoſe Juſtice and Holineſs 1s not inferi- 
our unto, but equally Infinite with His 
Knowledg, and his Wiſdom ; and therefore 
not capable of affirming what he knows to 
be falſe, and thereby of deceiving any o- 
ther. As being THE SPIRIT who by His 
Omnipotent Power ca//d4 the whole World 
into its Being out of Nothing, and therefore 
of Ability to diſpoſe of thoſe Manſions heF 
himſelf has made. And laſtly, as being Trxf 
SPIRIT whoſe Goodneſs 1s equal to, nay, 1 
his Divine Attributes would admit degrees, 
I ſhould fay greater than Omnipotence it 
ſelf; ſince the firſt Characers of his Glori-P* 
ous Name are The Lord God, merciful ana 
gracious, keeping Mercy for Thouſands ; and 
therefore as he delights ro manifeſt himſelf, 
by nothing ſo much as Acts of Beneficence; 
ſo will he more eſpecially make himſel 
known, by fulfilling his Declarations and 
Promiſes, in receiving thoſe 7hat Dye in him 
into a Reſt from their Labours, and an ever- Jo! 
laſting Reward of their good Werks. AndF"* 
now if in Matters of tar leſs Evidence, af'< 
meer aur3s ipn, Sa [aith the Philoſopher, wasſ:* 
thought a ſufficient ground for Heathen's Sa-F** 
tisfattion ; certainly in Matters of ſo great '&/ 
moment, and {uch agreeableneſs to vur Na- ſt 
tures, ("© 
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ures, a aid mw mwws, So ſaith the Spirit,ought 
to be a ſufficient foundation for a Chriſtian's 
Faith. 
| Wherefore inſtead of ſuſpending our Be- 
Tk lief, or doubting of God's Yeractty, let us 
-1g|c2!1! to Mind the great Advantages //e re- 
eve by thoſe Declarations, Confirmations, 
ind Promiſes H x hath grven unto us to 
ſtrengthen our Hopes, to comfort us in At- 
liction, and to encourage us in the Perfor- 
ance of good Works: and then, ſo much 
atter of Praiſe and Admiration will ofter 
t ſelf unto us, that we ſhall think we can 
ever ſufficiently bleſs and adore his Goodneſs 
owards us; for ſhould be have left us to our 
elves without ſuch Revelations, tho we 
| avenatural Deſires after Immortality, and 
Bleſſedneſs implanted us, yet our narrow- 
imited Knowledge could neyer have dil- 
/mFovered unto us the Certainty of Heavenly 
-r.$oys, to be poſſeſſed by the Righteous, who 
4. Under our 


aqpre ſaid 7o Dye n the Lo 
4 eavieſt Preflures, or amidſt our greateſt 
asf roubles, we might, and ſhoulg-vften have 


aid indeed, Blefſjext are the Mgad, for they 
et from their labotrs: But even in our high- 
_!t Speculations,or our moſt exaltedRaptures 
'c could never have known, or ſaid, that 


P D 2 Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed are the dead that aye in the Lord,fz 
their works follow them, that 1s, according to 
the Context, follow them in the preſence offu: 
Go, the Lamb, and the Holy Angels, andfſſ 
ſo inſtead of a clear Aſſurance of a real HeaWu 
ven 1n Spiritual Joys, we might have been 
{till led on as the Old Heathen World was 
with the h/:nd hopes of a feign'd Ely/uum in 
Shades and Groves. And therefore as long as 
we enjoy the Powers of Thinking by beinggD 
Living Men, let us not forget this great andf(v 
weighty Truth, that the Yorce from Heavenſta 
for our Comfort and Salvation declared andfra 
confirmed by the Seal of Gop, that ſo weſſC: 
may not faint in our Travels, whilſt we argith 
labouring to abound in the work of the Lordſto 
to obtain that Blefſedneſs, that is the 1ſurghm 
Reward prepared for thoſe that dye 2zfpr 
Him. at 

In a briet Application” then of all. Thgſor 
Perſons that dye in the Lord, are all thoſgC/ 
that depart this Life, having fincerely en{w: 
deavoured to the end to keep the Commandgw] 
ments of G o D, upon their failure been truly 
Penitent, and by a lively Faith in Ca R15s1/a 
committed themſelves to his Mercy. Andth 
that there are incomprehenſible Degrees offen 
Blelledneſs in the Manſions Aboye, propare« 
to 


"6. 
2r all ſuch Perſons ; I believe no well-diſ- 
 topoſed Reaſon of Man can after this remain 
> oftunconvinced : and it he has any Faith in 
ndſes vs, mult, I am ſure, be fully ſatisfied ; 
eaMince that 1s the Sub/7ance of this Blefledneſs 
eenfiboped for in him, and the evidence of Joytul 
asÞh:ngs to come hereafter, and as yet xt /een. 
in} Wherefore having this ſatisfaction by this x. 
 2/ oice from Heaven, as allo by many other 
ingIDeclarations of our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
nd((who all confirm d the Truth of what they | 
verſtaught by frequent and unparallel'd Mi- 
ndracles.) Be the Labours, the Cares, the 
wdlCrofles, the Perſecutions and Aftflictions. of | 
areſthis Life never ſo numerous, or lo grievous 
rdito Fleſh and Blood; let not the ſence of ſuch 
urgtmomentary Atfiitions ever 1o far vex, or de- | 
:nſpreſs our Souls, as to make us cither murmur 
at G oD's Proyidence,or deſpair of his Mercy,, 
"hor be unmindtul of the Eternal werght of 
olgG/ory, whereinto through much Tribulation. 18 r4-| 
en{we are forctold, we mult expect to exzer; and ve: 22- | 
nd{where, the Angel proclainr'd, zs 7he pationce 
ulylo the Saints. Saints, who, tho' once were 
$T}/a:z/ing 1n theſe troubled waters, yet becauſe 
.nqthey made not Sh:pwrack, of a good Conſcti- 
; offence, but by Faith borc themſelves up from 
red/enking 1n the Waves, are now arrived at 
to their 
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ing God, and thereby being filled with the 
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their ever-quiet Haven: whoſe Number, (my 

Hope, yea Confidence 1s) the Soul of thi 
our Deccaſed Brother has encreaſed ; who in 
time of his Aﬀiction, yea amidſt his great- 
eſt Pains, ſubmitted himſelf to God's Viſt 
tation with a wonderful Calmnelſs, and Se- 
renity of Spirit ; much like unto His, who 
ſaid, Not my Wi {I, O Father, but thine be 
done. Who, having purged his Conſcience 
from dead and /inful Works, to ſerve the liv- 


well-grounded hopes of a bleſſed Immortality, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; Faced his approachingſp, 
Hour with that truly Chriſtian Fortitude, ſp, 
that he ſhew'd himſelf as Unconcernd at thef . 
ſence of its uſual Terrours, as the Apoſtle h 
did when he ſang Trumphantly this Epr-þ 
nichion; O Death where 1s thy Sting? O \ 
Grave where is th by Vittory ? hi 
But Secondly, Since Labours and Afﬀicti-þy. 
ons by an unayoidable Neceſſity accompany 
all living; and fince inconceryable Pleaſurcsf ,, 
in an infinitely blefled State are the everlaſt-Þ,, 
ing Portion of thoſe that Dye in the Lord ;h; 
Let us always remember the great Advan-|; 
tage they have by their Change, who aye 7hef,, 
Death of the Righteous ; and thence learnhþ, 
not over-much to lament our Loſs by their 
Departure. G oD 
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God, for many wiſe Reaſons, more than 
1YFthe Wieſt of us can diſcern, Zakes the Righ- 
heous io himſelf from the Evil that is, and zs 
ng come ; and 'tis, or at leaſt it ſhould be our 
at-Wrayer, that He would be pleas'd /bortly 7o 
ſt compliſh the Number F his Elet, and 
NC BÞa/fen his Kinedome : and therefore as well 
ho, ſubmiſſion to the unſearchable Methods 
0%f Divine Providence, as in compliance with 
2chther Chriſtian Dutics, we ſhould check 
7V-Shoſe Paſſions that are apt to exceed the 
hounds allowable to natural AﬀeRtion,when- 
'tyÞver they ariſe to an high Degree upon the 
NSFence of our Loſs by the Departure of our 
de\Þriends. By Death they are freed from the 
Net :bours and Miſcries of this World, and if 
tletheir /a/? End were like his whoſe Funeral 
Pic are now attending, they arc Rejoycing in 

Othe Eaſe and Pleaſures of the Other; and 

| therefore tho' Lamentation and Mourning 
-ti-þ ay plead very ſtrongly for themſelves up- 
nypn this Occaſion; when Gop has Deprived 
SY moſt tenderly Aﬀectionate #7fe of an Fu/- 
ith:nd, who never in any thing Contended 
aA ith her, unleſs it-were to exceed her in 
aFindneſs: When he has been pleaſed to take 
//fom a Family, a Father rather than a Bro- 


Nfher; from the Neighbourhood, a Compoſer 
elr of 
oD 


Did 
« 
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of their Differences, and a Guardian of thei 
Rights; from the Poor, a Reliever of thei 
Neceſlities; and from all his Acquaintance 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, an Afﬀeable 
Courteous and True-hearted Friend : One 


HYPocRISY,andPRIDE; and, tho' abound 
ing with this Worlds Good, could never hy 
. any One be charged (as the Prince of Tyre is A 
- by the Prophet) that his Hear? was / ifteu 0 
up becauſe of his Riches: Tho), I fay, thi 
lence of theſe Loſles by 10 Worthy a Gentle 
man's Death (which I ſhould more large 
inſiſt upon, were it not my Deſign to alla 
your Sorrows) may very ſtrongly incline u 
over-much to Lament and Grieve; yet whet 
in one Minute we look upon our ſelves, and 
his juſt Character, and Sigh upon the ſenc: 
of our Loſs; let us, in the Next, conſidefſ© 
his happy State, and Comfort our ſelve 


upon the Thoughts of his infinite Gain: fo tl 
ſhould his Spirit return to us, he Himſelf 
would Adviſe us no? to Weep for him, but ! 
Weep for our ſelves, who now ate in thy” 
midſt of our /abours whillt he re/7s fron 
them, who now are work, whulſt he is re 


warded 


G 
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let Thirdly, and laſtly, Since all thoſe that 111. 
WBie in the Lord are Bleit with Eternal Joys, 
Th that none can comprehend, but that GREAT 
. GoD that gives them; and thoſe Happy 
"Jouls, that by His Favour do now poſleſs 
F them : notwithſtanding the wonderful and 
q* unſpeakable Greatneſs of them, and their 
REternity ; Shall we ever be ſo ſeduc'd as by 
"y Apoſtacy from our Faith in CHR1sT, and 
hy Obedience to His Precepts, to forfeit our 
bes Title to them, either for the hope of Tem- 
eh poral Profits, and Honours ? or the ſake of 
Ila ſenſual Pleaſures? or the Fear of worldly 
\JAttlictions? Alas! all Temporal Advan- 
hef{28es, even the greateſt of all earthly Felt- 
Jcities, had they a Sutficiency in themſelves 
Ito ſatisfy our Deſires; and could we be ſe- 
Icure of their Duration, or Continuance with 
Jus; yet at beſt, can attend us no farther 
, Jthan this preſent Life, which 1s as @ vapour, 
.jjand 2 Shadow, and palleth away like a ale 
i; i0fbat 15 told. When we pleaſe our elves 
pJmoſt in the Thoughts of enjoying them ; 
GoD many times 1s pleas'd to interpole Him- 
u{elf, and cut us off: And 7o ſay 70 our Souls, Like 
rake your eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, be- ** '? 
cauſe, as we think, there is much goods laid up 


Ir many years ; 1s 1o ſandy a toundation to 
build 


FO 
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| build upon, that our Lord hath faid, THov 
4 Ver2o. FooL, to him that doth it ; For this night 
1 our Souls may be required of us. Let us 
Pul.3- therefore, preſs 7owards the mark for the 
l + price of the high calling of God in Chrilt Je. 
| ſus, and /et our affeftions on things above, and 
| Cul.3.2. not on things on the earth ; always remem- 
' Prov. bring the Wiſe-man's Words, that Riches 
it 21-4 projet not in the day of wrath, but Righte- 
ousneſs delivereth from. death. And what- 
1 ever fair Offers, or Enticing promiſes of this 
| World's Treaſures be made,or given unto us, 
upon our compliance with ſinful terms ; As 
Why oj Moſes refus'd tobe call d the ſon of Pharaohs 
Daughter, becauſe he had a reſpett unto the 
| recompence of reward ; ſolet us contemn the 
[ like Propoſals, for the ſame reaſon, choo/mng 
|, Ver-25: rather (as he did) Zo ſuffer affietion with the 
| people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 0 
| /in for a ſeaſon. 
| And indecd, as the pleaſures of /in are but 
Hil for a ſeaſon, or of a ſhort continuance; 10 
Mt are they baſe in themſelves, and end 1n bit- 
[ i terncſs. Be they in appearance never 1o ſpe- 
|. bj cious, yet, (in the //e-man's Language ) 
\\\Prov. they brte like a ſerpent,and /{ing like an adder; 
” they lead down to the Chambers of Death,and 
25. thetr way 1s the way to Hell. Aha 
ct 
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let us confider the dignity of our Nature,and 
the Excellency of our Religion, and let not 
brutiſh Sence lead U s ſo baſely captive; to 
whom GoD has given Rea/on to be our 


Je Cuide,and of whom He now requires Faith,as 


our Spport againit Temptations, and our 


| G/ory 1n our Conquelt of them : And that it 


may not, let us ( following theſe Exhorta- 


{| tions) mortify cr members that are upon Col 5. 


$ earth, and (as the Apog7/e himfelt inters ) La- 


ving theſe promiſes, let ns cleanſe our ſelves » Cor. 


from all flthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfe@- * * 


ing Holineſs in the fear of God. For as all 
our future, and everlaſting Happineſs pro- 
ceedeth from the Vrion of Him, 1ſo are we 
certain that without Holineſs, no Man ſhall 
ever {ce Him. 

And as thus we ſhould be upon our guard, 
leſt either the Hopes of this World s profits, 
and honours, or the enticements of its plea- 
lures ſhould ſo far prevail, as to ſeduce us 
out of thoſe paths that lead to Blefſedneſs; 1o 


-[ ſhould wealſo,leſt the fears of affliction ſhould 
-|drive us from them. Wherefore rather than 


do any 11l Aon, let us ſutter every 11] Zhmg, 
The Powers, and the Rage of this World can 
lay upon us; reckoning, with the .Ape//le, | 
That the ſufferings of this preſent life are not 79 * 
Worthy 


[28 ] 
ivorthy to be compar'd with the glory that ſhall 
be revealed in 15. So ſhall we be prepard for 
all conditions of Life, and every thing that 
can beſet us; and thereby approve our ſelves 
as true Sons of our CHURCH as this our De- 
ceaſed Brother was; Whoſe Faithim rsvus, 
and Whole ſtedfaſtneſs to our Religion | need 
not tell many Perſons here to have been truly 
{uch, as the changes of the World cauln ne- 
ver alter. 
In the cloſe of all ; Held faF ( as He 1, 
'- Zeb.1o the profeſſion of vour faith without wavering, 
2? for he us faithful that has promiſed; and be ye 
, 1.09% fedfaſt, unmoveable always abounding in the 
;  *  Workof the Lord, foraſmuch as you know that 
your labour will not be in vain in the Lord. 
For fince He, who 'tis 1mpoſlible ſhould ac&t 
any thing in yain, or be diſappointed of His 
Ends, did condeſrend to a moſt painful, and 
ſhameful Death, that all ſuch as dye zx 7he 
Lord, might be. advancd to an Everlaſting 
Lite of Pleaſure and Glory, Certainly when 
he had overcome the ſharpneſs of that Death, 
He opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all Be: 
{tevers. And Now, 
: ToGod the Father,God the Son,and God the 
Holy Ghoft, Three Perſons and One Ged,be a/- 
cribed all Dominion, Power, and Glory , both 
now,-and for ever. Amen. 
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